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Timothy Keller is founding pastor of Redeemer Presbyterian Church in Manhattan (started 1989).  I’ve 
been hearing about this man and his remarkable church for years (6000 total, attending five services 
every weekend, lots of daughter churches planted around the world).  Friends I admire and respect a lot 
listen to his sermons.  Huge sales for all of his books.  What’s up here anyway? 
 
Confession:  through the 1960s and early 1970s I was really interested in Christian apologetics --- 
arguments for the truth of Christianity and against the alternatives.  I read C. S. Lewis, John W. 
Montgomery, Francis Schaeffer, and tons of other stuff (along with Darwin, Nietzsche, Marx, Bertrand 
Russell et al, speaking for the opposition).    I got my own questions pretty much resolved but I also 
began to tire of the debates.  I felt that our (Christian) problem was not so much figuring out how to win 
arguments but figuring out how to live out the values and truths of our Christ-centered faith.  I became 
much more interested in authors like Bonhoeffer, Yoder, Ellul, St. Francis, and Dorothy Day. 
 
So The Reason for God by Timothy Keller is probably the first book about the intellectual challenge of 
Christian faith that I’ve read in thirty years.  But what a great read it is!   This guy is good.  Keller is very 
well educated and informed not just on the old objections to Christian faith but the new critics like Richard 
Dawkins, Sam Harris, Christopher Hitchens, and Daniel Dennett.  In Part One Keller writes chapters on 
seven frequent problems or objections:  the claim for the unique truth of Christianity, the problem of 
suffering, the apparent narrowness of Christianity, injustice in life, the existence of hell, the alleged 
conflict with science, and problems in the Bible.  In Part Two, Keller gives his seven-part positive case on 
behalf of Christian faith. 
 
Keller writes well, thinks well, never dodges a hard problem or question, readily acknowledges 
weaknesses in Christian performance, and never gives simplistic answers.   Where historical or scientific 
facts are at issue,  he does a great job of arguing the evidence.  But the overall argument seems to me to 
go something like this:  biblical Christianity provides the best way of living with as well as thinking about 
the multi-faceted experiences of life --- its joys and its pain, hopes and disappointments, injustices and 
opportunities. 
 
Somebody once told me that theories relate to life like shoes relate to feet:   you can debate how the 
shoes look but the real test is whether you can comfortably and safely walk in them over all the kinds of 
terrain you will encounter.  Keller’s book beautifully and compellingly describes a philosophy of life, a 
worldview, a faith stance, you can live with and think with in all the circumstances of life.  I think that is so 
because it is actually true.   I think the secret to Keller’s effectiveness as a writer is his on-the-ground, in-
the-trenches interaction with the people of New York in all their variety.  Keller’s book doesn’t come out of 
the ivory tower and it is not directed at intellectuals and theorists (though they could profit a lot from it).  
This is a book for all thoughtful people, Christian and otherwise. 
 
 
 


