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What I Believe will be of interest to those wishing a summary of the main ideas ("beliefs") running through 
Bordeaux sociologist and ethicist Jacques Ellul's huge production (some fifty books: half sociology and 
history, half theology and ethics).  It will help those seeking orientation early in their encounter with Ellul---
and as well as those trying to make sense of many years' reading.  Much as Ellul's Presence of the 
Kingdom functioned forty years ago, What I Believe provides us today with a wide-angle snapshot of his 
broad-ranging labors. 
 
Ellul begins by describing "various beliefs" at the heart of his work.  These very interesting central 
concepts, methods and presuppositions include freedom and necessity, good and evil, word and sight, 
truth and reality, and dialectic (in sociology, theology and life).  His chapter on "Lifelong Love" is a 
fascinating new reflection.   
 
In Part Two, Ellul reviews his interpretation of history and its development into contemporary 
"technological society" (the English title of his most famous book).  While this social analysis has taken 
volumes to explicate and apply, all of the most central ideas are at least briefly and tantalizingly 
presented.  Our challenge, he argues, is not the presence of particular machines or processes but rather 
the global, universal, quasi-religious dominance of a technical way of thinking, analysis, evaluation, and 
problem-solving. 
 
Finally, in Part Three Ellul reviews some of his major theological beliefs, especially those which have 
loomed progressively larger in recent years.  These include his brilliant, creative view of God's enigmatic 
relation to human history during this unending "seventh day" of creation, and his ideas on judgment, 
condemnation, universal salvation and the eschatological future.  Unfortunately, Ellul's characteristically 
powerful discussions of Jesus Christ, faith, hope and love, and discipleship and ethics, are not 
recapitulated in this work. 
 
Ellul has always remained a polemicist, writing with existential "bite" as well as the hurried, "rough-
around-the-edges" feel of a tract for the times.  Readers of What I Believe will be introduced to Ellul's 
content but, just as importantly, they will encounter the vintage Ellulian style!    
 

 


