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Willem Vanderburg is the long-time Director of the Centre for Technology and Social Development at the 
University of Toronto. He is the author of The Growth of Minds and Cultures: A Unified Theory of the 
Structure of Human Experience (1985), The Labyrinth of Technology (2000) and Living in the Labyrinth of 
Technology (2005) a massive attempt to analyze, understand, and explain in depth our contemporary 
civilization. Vanderburg’s 1981 interviews with Jacques Ellul were edited and published as Perspectives 
on Our Age: Jacques Ellul Speaks on His Life and Work first in 1981, and recently in an expanded edition 
(2004).  
 
Vanderburg was a postdoctoral fellow in Bordeaux, studying with Ellul, from 1973 to 1978, He has been a 
tireless, impassioned promoter, organizer, and interpreter of the legacy of Jacques Ellul. Jacques Ellul On 
Freedom, Love, and Power may be Vanderburg’s most interesting contribution yet. A fuller review of 
Ellul’s work here as edited and presented by Vanderburg will have to await another time but here is an 
introductory note. This volume is Vanderburg’s edited translation of audio tapes of some of Ellul’s Bible 
studies (over 200 of which are archived in the Ellul Collection at Wheaton College). Part One is Ellul’s 
Bible studies on Genesis 1 – 3, taped by Vanderburg. Part Two is Ellul’s studies of Job 32 – 42, taped by 
Dr. Franck Brugerolle. Part Three is Ellul’s studies of the parables of the kingdom of heaven in Matthew’s 
Gospel, taped by Vanderburg. Part Four is a brief study by Ellul of the opening of John’s Gospel. 
Vanderburg concludes the book with his own summary of Ellul’s amazing exposition of the Book of 
Revelation.  


