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If You Are the Son of God: The Sufferings and Temptations of Jesus is a remarkable little book by 
Jacques Ellul (1912 – 1994).  Known to most of the world for his massive sociological studies of the 
character and impact of technology on modern life, Ellul was also throughout his life a passionate follower 
of Jesus with a long and steady flow of published writings as evidence.      
 
If You Are the Son of God is in the style of his earlier thematic studies of Meaning of the City and Money 
and Power in that it tracks a topic through the text of the Bible, making interesting and often surprising 
observations along the way.  Ellul argues that our translations of the Apostles Creed misplace the 
punctuation.  We should say “He suffered” (period); then “Under Pontius Pilate he was crucified.”  Thus, 
suffering characterized his whole sojourn on earth, not just the end.  Certainly the life of Jesus was not 
suffering alone but Ellul helps us see how completely Jesus participated in the wounded, broken condition 
of humanity.  He was fully human with no supernatural exemption from our pain and suffering, be that 
physical, relational, spiritual, political or any other.  He was certainly the “suffering Servant” of Messianic 
expectation. 
 
And in Part Two Ellul shows how Jesus was also tempted and tested in every way faced by man and 
woman.  Fully human, with no superhero protection built into him, Jesus was tempted and tested in all 
ways:  economically, politically, religiously, even sexually and psychologically.  Ellul’s meditations of the 
Three Temptations at the outset of Jesus’ public ministry will challenge and stimulate all readers.   
 
Ellul’s suggestion that suffering and temptation are closely related is thoroughly demonstrated in this little 
book.  His unpacking of the roots of temptation in our humanity and circumstances and refusal to see 
“Satan” and the “Devil” as merely external, personalized, cosmic figures will certainly illuminate – but may 
also frustrate some readers.  As always, Ellul is full of bold ideas and assertions, brilliant and original 
flashes of insight, and debatable conclusions.  But this is vintage Ellul in that we encounter a free, 
creative, thoughtful, learned, passionate, and controversial wrestling with the biblical foundations of the 
faith.  While you will not learn any of this from his text, it should be pointed out that Jacques Ellul himself 
suffered the privations of the economic depression of the Thirties, the repression of the Nazi Occupation 
and the horrors of war, the death of a son in childhood, the illness of his beloved wife, and his own 
marginalization as an unconventional thinker in both academy and church.   
 
No one leaves Ellul without being challenged to their roots but at the same time helped to better 
understand and more fully appreciate the Bible and its central figure. 
 


